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The Australian Reading Hour campaign is supported by the Australian Authors Society, the Australian 

Literary Agents Association, the Australian Publishers Association, the Australian Booksellers 

Association, the Australian Library and Information Association, the Australian Public Library Alliance, 

Better Reading and the Copyright Agency Limited.



Why the Australian Reading Hour?



The premise of Australian Reading Hour is simple. Itôs about picking up a 

book and reading for an hour anytime during the day on Thursday 20 

September. Pick up a book, read on your commute, read on your own, read 

to the children in your life or join in one of the many events for all ages to 

share in the many benefits of reading. 



THE BENEFITS OF READING

Å Increasing literacy and numeracy skills has a positive and significant effect on jobs

Å Reading reduces stress by 68%, relieving stress more quickly than listening to music, going for a walk 

or having a cup of tea

Å Children who know adults who read for pleasure take it for granted that reading is valuable

Å The more leisure books people read, the more literate they become and the more prosperous and 

equitable the society they inhabit

Å Reading a gripping novel causes positive biological changes in the brain that can last for days

Å When tested for empathy, readers of narrative fiction achieved significantly higher than other groups

Å Reading is closely linked to increasing our understanding of our own identities

Å It was found by the Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research that reading to 

children six to seven days a week puts them almost a year ahead of those who are not being read to.



Ambassadors



ñNot only am I privileged enough to share my stories with the world, but I love 

reading. The worlds, characters and emotions created by a good book is unrivalled; 

itôs the perfect escape from the everyday. Iôm thrilled to be involved with the 

Australian Reading Hour for 2018, and hope to share my love of reading with 

everyone.ò

Judy Nunn

Australian Reading Hour Ambassador 2018



ñMost vital human functions are accompanied by pleasure, and reading is no exception. Iôm 
proud and delighted to be an Australian Reading Hour Ambassador for 2018, and to use 
the opportunity to gently remind the adult community that young people deserve that 
pleasure every day. They also need it, because no other activity will better equip young 
people to embrace their futures in a sometimes dark and uncertain world with optimism, 
resolve and creativity. Our stories have saved us in the past, and in the minds of young 
readers they can again.ò

Morris Gleitzman
Childrenôs Laureate and 2018 Australian Reading Hour Ambassador



Partnerships



Translink and Queensland Rail kindly offered us an 

amazing opportunity to utilise their electronic screens and 

cross-digital screens in CBD train stations as well as LCD 

screens onboard trams and trains, and high-profile billboards 

to promote Australian Reading Hour. 

1000 Australian books were donated by Australian 

publishers and, with bookmarks and flyers, given away on 

Queensland trains, buses, ferries and trams. This amazing 

stunt was supported through TransLink social media posts, on 

their website and via EDM.

 

 
 



TRANSLINK

Social media posts on Translink to a combined following of 290,518

73,000 216,000 2,849

QLD RAIL

Social media posts on Queensland Rail to a combined following of 82,845

35,491 45,948 1,406

1000 bookmarks, flyers and books were given away to Queenslanders the morning 

of Australian Reading Hour 



Better Reading ran a substantial campaign, interviewing dozens of Australian authors about

the importance and benefits of reading and posting this content on their social channels to

thousands of engaged readers.



BETTER READING

Social media posts on Better Reading to a combined following of 153,000 Adults, 

33,000 Kids and 50,000 subscribers!

Adults Kids

Post Reach

Intro post with event page link 8,567

Book Stack Classic Novels 10,260

Video - Aussie Classics 5,648

Book Stack Contemporary Novels 16,873

Article - The Magic of Reading 22,202

Video - Importance of Reading 10,044

Post Reach

ARH Video 3,200

Intro post 6,003

Event Highlights Piece 3,570

Editorial 3,761

Garth Nix Reading Hour Booklist 2,154

Collection of Extracts 2,628

Kids EDM with Promo Slot 6,588



Many Vicinity Shopping Centres had dedicated reading nooks and all 44 óHeartlandô centres

were encouraged to run free advertising for the event on billboards and through social media. EMD of 

5,095 with 17.3% open rate.

 

6,874  likes 2,383  likes



The CSIRO encouraged their 5,000 scientists to take part and actively promoted ARH through 

their website and social media channels.



Media



The media achieved for the 2018 Australian Reading Hour 
campaign totals just over 

40 media items and has been widespread across Australia 

for TV, print, radio and online with a reach of just over seven 
million.

We secured broad media coverage for the campaign including an 

appearance by Felice Arena on ABC ME, Judy Nunn on ABC 
TV News Breakfast and Channel 7 Mornings as well 
radio interviews for Morris Gleitzman and Phillipa McGuinness on 

ABC Radio National Bookshelf and Anita Heiss on 

ABC Nightlife. 

Morris Gleitzman was also interviewed on ABC Radio 
Canberra, ABC Radio Melbourne, ABC Radio 
Adelaide and for The Canberra Times, with Turia Pitt

discussing the benefits of reading for Good Health 
Magazine.  



Judy Nunn wrote a beautiful opinion piece for SMH/Age Spectrum and Zana Fraillon

co-hosted a 1-hour special about reading on Funky Kids Radio with guest authors Ruth 

Devine and Adrian Beck. Louise Sherwin-Stark discussed the campaign on 

QUT Radio News Bulletin and Australian Womenôs Weeklyalso promoted the Australian 

Reading Hour.



The Daily Telegraph covered the Mick Elliott and Oliver Phommavanh event in 

Yetman with over a page in their weekend Saturday Extra lift out. 



Matt Stantonôstalk at the Sydney Childrenôs 

Hospital was covered by The Southern Courier and The 

Smith Familyôs Graham Jaeschkeôswas talking 

all things books on Fiveaa Adelaide Radio.

We recruited Dr Nicola Gates, a Clinical 

Neuropsychologist with a passion for sharing the 

scientifically proven benefits of reading, and 

Associate Professor Mike Piper for 

media interviews. Mike Piper was interviewed on ABC 

Radio Brisbaneon why reading is good for childrenôs 

brains and Nicola Gates was interviewed on ABC Sydney

and 2BG news on how reading is good for your brain.

The industryôs Books + Publishing magazine 

covered the outcomes of this yearôs campaign.



Events



Australian Reading Hour was launched in Parliament House Canberra by Judy Nunn and 

Childrenôs Laureate Morris Gleitzman, and was well attended by industry representatives and 

MPs.  Minister Linda Reynolds and Graham Perrett MP both addressed the room on the 

benefits of reading, with Graham Perrett raising the benefits of reading of the floor of the House of 

Representatives.



Hundreds of events, including 37 formalauthor events, took place including: library events for Dame 

Quentin Bryce at Indooroopilly as a part of Brisbane Librariesô The Books That Made Me series 

of events; Rachael Johns in Perth; Toni Tapp Coutts in Darwin; Rebekah Clarkson 

and Fiona MacIntosh in Adelaide; Heather Rose in Hobart; and silent reading parties, 

bookish morning teas and bedtime stories in Victorian Libraries. Bookstore events included: Pip 

Williams at Mostly Books in Adelaide; Stephen Dando-Collins at the Stories Bookshop in 

Launceston; and Garth Nix at Better Read Than Dead in Newtown. Voices on the Coast celebrated 

with a pajama party!



Metro vs Regional

METRO vs REGIONAL
Just over half of the 2018 Australian Reading Hour events were held outside of 

Metro areas in regional towns around the country.

Metro vs Regional

REGIONAL METRO



Metro vs Regional
AUTHORS
37 Australian authors from around the country participated in coordinated 

Australian Reading Hour events in libraries, bookstores, and shopping centres:



MAJOR EVENT

Morris Gleitzman at the Wheeler Centre

Australian Reading Hour Ambassador and 2018 Australian Childrenôs 

Laureatte, Morris Gleitzman read to over 210 children from three separate 

primary schools in Melbourneôs suburbs at The Wheeler Centre in Melbourneôs 

City Library to celebrate Australian Reading Hour.

The children were transported from their schools to the venues and returned 

after their reading adventure with Morris.  All were enthralled with his story 

telling and insights into the importance of reading.







MAJOR EVENT

Yetman Public School

Authors Mick Elliott and Oliver Phommavanh travelled to Yetman Public School via Moree along with 

Daily Telegraph journalist Elizabeth Fortescue and videographer Luke Cornish. Mick and Oliver 

greeted over 50 indigenous and local students who were enraptured by their presentation and books.

The journey resulted in a more than full page editorial piece that featured in the Daily Telegraph on the 

Saturday following Australian Reading Hour.







MAJOR EVENT 

Sydney Childrenôs Hospital, Randwick
Author Matt Stanton spent the afternoon with children at the Sydney Childrenôs Hospital Starlight 

Lounge, sharing his stories with the sick children both in the room, and then via video link to the beds 

of children who were too unwell to attend.



MAJOR EVENT 
Google hosted an event with Leigh Sales on the benefits of reading, asked their staff to read for an 

hour and promoting Australian Reading Hour through their social media channels.



MAJOR EVENT 

Books on the Rail
Books on the Rail hosted a romantic bookclub on a Melbourne train and the YA Room celebrated 

with three #LoveOzYA authors at Library at the Dock in Melbourne.



Library Events and Engagement



Judy Nunn presented the Australian 

Reading Hour at the Asia-Pacific 

Library and Information Conference 

Gala Dinner.  

Material and information about the 

day was also available on the APA 

conference stand.



Fantastic curation of Australian books from Librarianôs Choice.

The following is an incomplete round up of library activity and engagement, 

based on formal feedback only.



ADELAIDE HILLS LIBRARY, SA
óReading installationô created to help promote Australian Reading Hour!

To raise awareness of Australian Reading Hour the staff of the Adelaide Hills Council created a live a 

óreading installationô in the Coventry Library at Stirling.

All staff were invited to take part by reading in the mock óreading loungeô in the library. The installation 

was available all day. Numerous staff commented on the relaxation benefits of taking as little as 15 

minutes from their day to read.

Patrons were also enthused by the display, with a number of them joining staff in the art installation.

Jo Kaeding

Programs Team Leader | Library & Customer Services



HUTT STREET LIBRARY, SA
Rebekah Clarksonôs Australian Reading Hour event at Hutt Street Library last week went wonderfully! It 

was an intimate gathering of nine, who were all deeply engaged with Rebekahôs frank and captivating 

presentation style.

Rebekah shared stories about her favourite reads throughout her life, spoke about her motivation and 

inspiration as a writer, and opened up a fascinating conversation about how we engage with literature 

in the modern world. She made time to mingle with attendees following a lively Q&A.

Customer feedback describes the event as ñthoroughly enjoyableò and ñinformative, inspiring and 

extremely interestingò, with one attendee expressing that she felt ñinspire[d] to keep reading and 

writingò, while also commending the ñgreat spaceò. As Rebekah spoke, I myself felt really inspired to 

dust off my laptop and get back to work on some abandoned writing projects!

This event was a true celebration of the written word, and really encouraged community engagement 

and participation ïit was great to see attendees engaging not only with Rebekah and myself, but also 

with each other, on the ever-important subject of reading and writing.



ADELAIDE CITY LIBRARY, SA
Fiona McIntosh delivered a heartfelt ñwowò packed engaging talk that saw humorous laughter, tears 

and all eyes forward.

A loyal fan base of more than 50 people joined in the fun and frivolity of her presentation, as Fiona took 

them on a journey of her writing career and influences peppered with spicy anecdotes.

The core thread of her presentation was ñWhy I writeò and ñWhy we readò where she addressed in full, 

telling tales of her books, characters, writing and thesis behind these two core ideals. Her presentation 

was very personalised and personable, as she spoke about how reading is a place and world we can 

go to travel and live in and a different world for a period of time. It was striking to hear how a young 

man had picked up her book in a charity store for fifty cents and read the entire series and it had saved 

his life.

This was a powerful moment. Moreover, Fiona shared her upcoming characters for her new book.

ñFiona was absolutely magnificent and inspiring in so many ways. It is such a wonderful experience to 

hear and see the author of wonderful fiction.ò

ñI was transported into another world as I am when I read Fionaôs books. I feel encouraged to know just 

how important reading is to all. Thank you Fiona.ò

Jessica Curtis

Library Creative and Digital Platforms





BATHURST LIBRARY, NSW
Held a "read during your lunch hour" event at Bathurst Library on Thu 20 Sept, between 1 and 2pm.  

The event was promoted with posters through the library (see attached), a media release and on social 

media. 

The attendance was very small with only 8 people spotted reading in the library between 1 and 2pm on 

the day. 

The social media campaign however attracted attention. 

Manager Library Services 

Bathurst Regional Council





BAYSIDE LIBRARY, VIC
Bayside Library ran three events:

Hampton Library hosted Favourite Books, Poems & Plays: members of the public, library staff and 

managers, BaysideôsMayor and our CEO spent an hour reading aloud to each other, snippets of their 

favourite books, poems and plays. The event included classics like excerpts from P.G Wodehouse and 

poetry by A.A Milneé and Craig Smithôs óThe Wonky Donkeyô.

Sandringham Library hosted óRead for your lunchô ïparticipants sat quietly and read to themselves 

whilst munching on a catered lunch.

Similarly, Brighton library served wine and cheese at the library in the evening so that people could 

spend an hour reading to themselves, in good company, whilst sipping wine and eating cheese.

Michelle Collins

Beaumaris Branch Librarian - Promotions & Social Media





BLACKWOOD LIBRARY, SA

This year at Blackwood Library we followed the theme of óTake time to relax é ó.

We set up a cozy reading nook in our foyer with piles of books and teacups and rugs. The display 

stayed up for a week, but on the 20th we rostered on library staff to snuggle up with a book and 

interact with customers in our living display.

Krista



BURWOOD LIBRARY, NSW
Burwood Library & Community Hub (NSW) had an extremely exciting time celebrating Reading Hour 

this September.

The week leading up to Reading Hour we organised a reading nook in the front foyer of Burwood 

Library, that was enjoyed by all library patrons as they walked into the library. The anticipation of this 

event was documented on our Burwood Library Instagram

account https://www.instagram.com/burwoodlibrary/ much to the delight of our Instagram followers.

On Thursday 20 September, all the Burwood Local Schools were invited to an author talk with 

celebrated author Anna Fienberg. This was enthusiastically attended by Burwood Public School 

students and teachers who had a brilliantly entertaining hour, hearing her speak of her books (Tashi, 

Figaro, HorrendoôsCurse & new book Monsters), her book characters, her ideas notebook and her life 

as a child, inspiring her to write many of her hugely popular books today. Photos of this event were 

also posted on to our Burwood Library Instagram accounthttps://www.instagram.com/burwoodlibrary/

Clare J. Wong

Childrenôs and Early Literacy Librarian

https://www.instagram.com/burwoodlibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/burwoodlibrary/




CAMPASPE REGIONAL LIBRARY, VIC
Reading Hour Boxes were created throughout the Campaspe Regional Library service delivered to all 

Staff rooms across our Shire, including Works depots at Rushworth, Tongala, Rochester, Kyabram and 

Echuca, as well as tea rooms at all Customer Service Centres and Staff Office areas ï11 in total.

We decided to promote reading hour to our fellow colleagues across the Campaspe Shire Council and 

received some nice feedback on their surprise tea room addition.

Jenny Mustey

Library Services Manager



CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN LIBRARY, NSW
The City of Canterbury Bankstown celebrated Australian Reading Hour with attractive displays and 

cosy reading corners set up for customers at our nine Library and Knowledge Centres. The main focus 

this year was to involve our council staff in the celebrations.

City of Canterbury Bankstown Mayor Khal Asfour kicked off the day at Bankstown Library and 

Knowledge Centre by using an iPad and reading from an eBook, óThe Essential Gibranô by Kahlil 

Gibran.

Council staff were encouraged to visit the Library and Knowledge Centre between noon-2pm, to borrow 

a book and have lunch at BlaKC Cafe. We also held a photo competition, which encouraged 

employees to send a photo of themselves, their family, or their teams reading.

Renata Rekiel

Acting Coordinator Library Services



CENTRAL COAST LIBRARY, NSW
Central Coast Library Service held two events for Reading Hour 2018.

Lake Haven Library held Reading Hour on Thursday 20 September 2-3pm. Childrenôs and Youth 

librarians gave a lively reading of Morris Gleitzmanôsshort story ñThe Tortoise and the Hareò and 

branch staff at did the rather thrilling ñThe House on Hill Streetò by Judy Nunn. There were many 

smiles from patrons on the day and quite a lot of interest in what they were doing. Overall it was quite a 

successful event and one we will be looking forward to running next year. 42 people come through in 

this time ïstopping to listen as staff read exerpts from these popular books. The attached photos are 

from Lake Haven Library.

Toukley Library put on a morning tea which they shared with visitors to the library during 10.30-

11.30am. They had 6 attendees of the reading hour morning tea.

Catherine Krause

Programs and Planning Librarian



CLARENCE REGIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE, NSW

For Clarence Regional Library service, an author event at Grafton Library was held, 

featuring local author Michael Williams.

Michael is a resident of the Clarence Valley and had recently published a book in spoken 

word of a trawler incident that occurred 10 years ago.

Michael read from his book as well as talked about the incident and answered questions 

from the audience.

Angela Clarke

Team Leader (Libraries East)


