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ABout us
We are librarians! Not lawyers. Despite this we have found 

ourselves working in law libraries. 



The plan of attack
Introduction

○ To us
○ To t he  l e ga l  s ys t e m

Le ga l  Re s our c e s

○ Le gi s l a t i on
○ Ca s e l a w

Us e  wha t  we ’ ve  l e a r ne d t o  ESCAPE!



The legal system is built on different 
f or ms  of  l a w

Sources of law in australia

Constitution

Supr e me  l a w

Statute Law

Ma de  by t he  Gove r nme nt  a t  
St a t e  a nd Fe de r a l  l e ve l s

Common Law

Bui l t  on pr e c e de nt  ma de  by 
t he  c our t s

Fol l ows  c our t  h i e r a r c hy



Courts use the judgments and principles 
s e t  out  by e a r l i e r  de c i s i ons  whe n 
de t e r mi ni ng t he i r  own out c ome s .

Hi ghe r  c our t  de c i s i ons  ha ve  mor e  
pr e c e de nc e  t ha n s ma l l e r  c our t s  - Hi gh 
Cour t  of  Aus t r a l i a  i s  t he  t op of  t hi s  
pyr a mi d.  

DOCTRINE OF PRECEDENT



THe Court hierarchy



Legal research process
Identify the facts of the case

Note the legal issues

Plan and conduct your research

Communicate the results



Legal research process in reality
Identify the facts of the case

Note the legal issues

Plan and conduct your research

Communicate the results



AGLC4
Australian Guide to Legal Citation

Standard referencing style used 
across Australia

Footnoting style 1

1 Bane of many existences… 



Legislation
A Bill usually has...

Explanatory Notes

Parliamentary Speeches

An Act can have...

Reprints

Amending acts

Subordinate/delegated 
legislation



Legislation: Long and the short of it
Long Title -

An Act for the Interpretation of Acts of 
Parliament and for Shortening their 
Language

Short Title -

Acts Interpretation Act 1901 (Cth)

Number & Year -

No. 2, 1901 



LEGISLATION: Breaking it down

Acts Interpretation Act 1901 (Cth)

No.2, 1901 (Cth)

Name of Act

Year of enactment

Jurisdiction

Act Number



LEGISLATION: Breaking it down to th  
Acts Interpretation Act 1901 (Cth) s13

Pinpoint



Legislation: let’s get searching

http://libguides.library.qut.edu.au/legislation
https://www.google.com/
https://www.legislation.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/index.aspx
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/


Legislation: More legislation

AustLII

Contains most Australian 
jurisdictions’ most 
recent legislation

Note - Up: The ability to 
find further information 

that has cited a 
particular provision

Run by UTS & UNSW

www.AustLII.edu.au

Barnet JADE

Contains most Australian 
jurisdictions’ most 
recent legislation

Note - Up: The ability to 
find further information 

that has cited a 
particular provision

Very comprehensive and 
FREE legal database

www.jade.io

Google Advanced

A powerful search 
engine that can be used 
to find hard to locate 

legislation

Ideal for limiting to 
.edu or .gov sites so 

you know the 
information should be 

reliable

www.google.com.au/advan
ced_search



Case Law

Decisions by court or 
tribunal 

Judgments

Law Reports

Common law Citations

Party names

Medium neutral 
citations

Authorised Reports

Unreported Judgments



Case Law: Glossary of terms
● Criminal Cases = “Against”
● Civil Cases = “and”
● R = Regina or Rex (the sitting 

Queen or King)
For example…

Criminal case = R v Browne

Civil case = Smith v Jones



Case Law: Breaking it down (unreported judgme

Mabo v Queensland (No 2) [1992] HCA 23

Party names

Year of decision

Court abbreviation (High Court of Australia)

Sequentially assigned judgment number



Rowe v Kemper [2009] 1 Qd R 247

Case Law: Breaking it down [reported citations]
Party names

Volume number of the report series represented by year

Starting page

Abbreviated law report series: Queensland Law Reports

Issue number



Case Law: Breaking it down (reported citations)

Paul v Cooke (2013) 85 NSWLR 167r

Party names

Year of decision

Volume number of the report series

Abbreviation of the law report series: New South Wales Law Reports

Starting page number



Case Law: the case hierarchy (author   

Authorised: Mabo v Queensland (No 2) (1992) 175 CLR 1

Reported Judgment: Mabo v Queensland (No 2 ) (1992) 107 ALR 1

Unreported Judgment: Mabo v Queensland (No 2) [1992] HCA 23 (3 June 1992)

AUTHORISED

REPORTED

UNREPORTED



Case Law: Tips & tricks
What if you don’t know what an abbreviation stands for?

● Ca r di f f  Le ga l  Abbr e vi a t i ons
● A “ C”  i n  t he  a bbr e vi a t i on us ua l l y  s t a nds  f or  c our t  whi c h 

l e t s  you know i t  i s  unr e por t e d:  NSWSC,  HCA,  QCA



Case Law: The judgement text

Al - Kateb v Godwin (2004) 219 CLR 562, 564 [27].

Pinpoint



Caselaw: let’s get searching



Escape room
Rules of the game… 

1. Anything could be a clue. Make 
sure to look everywhere, pick 
things up, open things etc. 

2. Nothing needs to be opened with 
force. 

3. If you are stuck, ask for a 
hint.



DIGITAL ESCAPE ROOM
The same rules apply as the physical 
room…

1. Anything could be a clue. Make 
sure to look everywhere, click on 
things, particularly arrows, 
interesting objects etc. 

2. Nothing needs to be opened with 
force i.e. no need to break the 
computer 

3. If you are stuck, ask for a hint.



Let’s escape!
Group 1

Head over to your escape room.

Group 2

Get your devices out & go to 

https://bit.ly/2W2kYza

https://bit.ly/2W2kYza


Wrap Up
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