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FEDECAL LIVRARTANS' G0UP, (Vietorian Branch) Newsletter, Novemberif7y3,

Minutes of i meeting held November 14tﬁ.

Arologies were roceived from Mrs Helen Cotsell, NMrs Margaret ¥inger, Miss Jean Foremen
Hiss Anne Mcliew:, Miss Heather MeDonald, Miss Marjorie Pinder, and a welcome was
extendod to sume visitors. Among them wers Mrs Pam Hill and Frs Beryl Miles, from
Geelon;:, and David Oswell from Ficholas,

Mention was made of our last reculir meeting, on 14th August, at which our guest
8;esker was Wr.l..A Walshe, Supervisor of Victoria Hospital Sector, no. 1.

On Hr.Walshe's iustigation we drtend to write to the three supervisors. of the key
sectors in Vietosia, (no, 1, 3 & 5) on an official bagis offering advice and the
services of mane’l of consultants on the eatablishment ant maintenance of a hospital
library. We would also like to offer to match a country hospital against a city

hogpital for heln with T.1.L. proceedures, etc,

Mr,Walshe als> mde some (otheér supmestions, among them being the compilation of
Tligts of sngrosted basic books and journals for a small medical library, The latter
list Ls almost cempleted, and we feel we should tackle the former in the early

.new year, He sugeested we contact the Mayfield Centre, which covers information
ahout paramedical careersiand training available in’ Vietéria, regarding the insertion
of information ebout medic¢al librarianship in the Centre's publication. He also
mentioned the poasibility of a display relatins to our worl whiich we could erect

at the Cenire. . o

Bused on Mr.Walshe's feelings ahout help we could give from our experience, we were
interested to see 2 manual on medical libraries in small hospitals which was
published by the University of ‘alifornin, On reading it throush, thoursh, we féel
that by usine this as a gnide, we may well be able to do bettsr ourselves.

This could be aiother project for 1974, the “reliminary work perhaps being done by a
siwall sub-committee co~onted for the purpose. ' .

The Kedical Superintendent of the Wimmers Hospital at Norsham has contacted

Mrs Baillie for advice on thelir future library development, Krs Baillie hrs replied
offeriny tu ores-ize one weckls irtensive training for the Yibrar-s amssistant in
Melbourne. It ie envisuged that the training should be hespital orientated

- rather than university, : ‘ . ‘ ' .

The conveners were approached -by the medical records librarian at Moe over a

similar problem. We repliéd emphasing the importance of professional ruidance,

end azain offering. to train the appointed assistent. - We have hed no renly to this
letter, but as Mrs Baillie is' due to speak to the Sector Board on 3rd Dec., we

feel that they may be waiting wntil after her visit to reply.: .

Mrs Baillie and Mrs Baker are dus to visit Geelong hospital shortly, as teelong iz

. to becorc a Monash University hospital, to discuas library provision and ssrvices, .
They will also investigate the possibility of a scholarship in medical librarienship

as vroposed. by.the Hospital and Charities Commission.: :

‘The Medital Librarians' Group Directory has reached the fingl stares, We intend /
to have about 2,500 copies of the designed page printed.  About. 50 of these will

be circulated to each library for completion of their own specific detail., The
prirting is expected to cost'in the region of $65-70.  With. this cost in nind,.

we are hoping that individusl libraries will bear the cost of some form of cover,
wither plastic or cardboard.

Hospital librarians have at last heen pranted a pay rise, They are now aligned
to the same scale as radiogrdphers, physiotherapists, medica) illustrstors, etc.
It is thouzht that stron : support from various hospital administrators pove weight
to our claims, deferring at least for the moment, the nced for a work veluc study.
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A specinl meeting eas cnlled en Jeptember 25, to discuss the STISEC report.
Mrs Baillie chaired the meetins, which proved most stimulatln 'Mrs Baillie asked
menmnbers to forward thelr thousrhts on STIBRC %o her to complete her submission
to the AACOBS committes. She was very pleased with the response, but found the
compilation of ideas and suggestions a very diffieult!task indeed, The final
submission draft is due to be presented at. the (AACOBS meeting at La Trobe Univ.,

on  28th November.

We feel that some contact with inter-state’groups should be made resularly,

Rather than send our Newslagtter to the various conveners, we feel that a prec1s
form of our actlvltes should be sent to the Special Libraries News for

publieation, ‘The convenera hvve sent them a note qf “ctiv1t1es to date thls year,

Mra Marion Roch and Hrs Val Strantzen, lnbrarians frqm the Auatln and Repatriation
General Hospital respectively, have been inveigled into taking. over the position
of co-conveners from Jan. 1974,  The retiring conveners wish them good luek for
their term of office, Meetinga are’ proposed ‘for 12th February, 14th May,

13th August and 12th Novepher, Some suggestions for meetings next year inelude
a speaker from the Melbourne Medical Postgraduate Committee, and possibily '
Miss Carmel MeQuire who would talk to us about the 1nformat10n needs of medical:
reeearch workers, We feel that work on the siumgested booklist should be
initiated at our first meetins next year, with the poss1hillty of flnallz1ng it

at a workshop- tvpe meeiin 1ater in the year, .

The bank bllancc of the M L G, stands at $140 68._

Misg Harrison then spoke brieflv on the meeting of medlcal librarians in Parth,
which wag held at the conclusion of the Conference, . Although Kiss Harrison

has thoughts of :circulating the minutes of the meeting, or .at least publishing
them in Special Libraries News, some of the foJIOW?ng pointsg are of interest,
A.C.T., N,3,¥. have both established sctive branches of the Medical Librerians!
Group, S.4, hes had problems in starting due to peraonnel changes. .
Unfortunately, no representative from Queensgland was present, but there was one
from Papua New Guinea, Margaret Sayille, It is anticipated that 1974 should
see Austral1a~wi e coveraze, = The suggestion was made that each proup should
produce a list of all their member libraries, to bo_later cumulated at & national
level, Mention was made of the STISEC! Report, and the compilation of a
union list of pérlodlcals. The librarian from the Commonwealth Department of
Health has produced e union list of periodical in A,C.T. Recommendation was
stronsly made for each library to correct their own listing of journal tltles,
even if this was only done in an unpublished form, such as the C.M,L.0, union list,
A long discusgion was held. on the role of the National L1brary in the flald of
medicine, It-was felt that much ¢ould be gained’ bv elther librarians travelling
to Canberra, op apeskers talking to individual groups, to see and Hear about the
work of the National Library in liason with the National Library of Medicine,
There are hopas that gventually the National Librarv will hold all journals covered
by the servicés they provide, s 8sf4y 811 gournals covered by MEDLARS, Mention
was made of I,;L,L. difficulties ~ this being one #f the main eriticiams -of the
STISEC Report: where the I, L.L. would be.baged on the delivery of photocopies,
V.4, in particular have sugh. delays with the postal servise from the Bastern
stotes that immediate uae is often madﬂ of the National Lending Library at Boston
Spa for material not held in W.A, 1t was thqught that affiliation with the
Medical lerary Associatlon (U 5. A ) should be on a: natlonal rather than gstate

1evel.

Mrs Baillie thén gave a moat intaresting talk on. MPDLARS from the point of visw
of the user - the paper she presentsd at, the Perth COnference.-

She based her papsr on.g . 1etter clrculated to approximatalv 50 librarians of
likely usera about all ‘aspects of use, The basic use made of MEDLARS from
- short staffed hospital librarieés tended to be for. comparatmvely easy searches,
-whilst those from the larger referpnoe orientated libraries tended to ba
confirmatorv in nature, -

MEDLARS did seém %o:have an’ 1ncreased effect on. the I.L.L. work load of any
library using it, but this would be a natural cutcome ot any-new service, It
would prespnmablv be balanced by the time saved in manua) reference work,

1t was definitely felt to. provide a better overall service, whiether it was used
as the basic service, or as an ‘alternative to more traditional methods, -
Criticisms of KEDLARS werk baseéd mainly on the-time lag 1nvolved the complexity
of the forms used, and thb unavailabllltj of the pr:nt—out o cards.




3‘_issue of Spec1v1 lerariqs Newq. L

: 'Thn Purrent Awareness Servlce waa hiphly pra*sed by users. ‘

*.The discussion over search covarage showed a great need for 11brarians to know
more gbout’ the mechan:cs of MEDLLRS - praferablv by on the spot tuition in .
" Carbarra,

-The prospect. of chaxginp ‘for: the service at soma future date was ralsed and w;th 4

this in mind, it was f21t that arguments ahould- be prepared in advance for the
case in favour of continued free access, To data, no ‘costebenefit study has
‘bien mede, but' obviously ‘this ‘would need to be carrled out first should the

" question ot charging ever be raised,’ ,f'

- Mre Baillie's final point was thatsome- svntem of stnff pradinp should be
 estahlished within the MEDLARS. soction of the Nationa] Library,. so that :
promotion. could exish within' the service, rather. than run the risk of. officers
w1th lonp exper;ence belng promoted out of the serv;ca.:‘ i ‘

;_Hlss Harrlson then spoke briafly of the main p01nts outlined in the paper ahe f
.- presented -~ Special librarieg in the: 1“80' - She based a good deal of her .

- thoushts on the 1972 Annual. Report of the. National Librarv of Medieine, and gave
a resume of the: expected services. to be- provided by W,L.M, in 1974; some of them,'
. ‘such as MEDLINE,. are. to be. ntroduced dn: Australia in the near future. -
- She mentiongéd. a number of: problems we. way fage in-the’ 1980's ‘with the<ﬂange-over
of health care adninist{ratio -and{the posszble increase in the use: nf e
- ‘paramedical professions, :
- The question had been ‘posed. of : the. role of the larga centrallzed teaohing
‘hospitals, and whether or no! thoy are to’ ‘be the: pattern for the future,
She concluded her talk with mention’ of gome’ seryices prov1ded by N.L.M, whlch

“f,are not: dlrectly related to: medi 1ne, i KT Biomedical Infoniation Communication

“Systems; the! mﬁnufaoture an se .ef audio~v1sual materi&l- and satel]ite 1.V,
for’ frnn°m1951on of"”’ televised.medical care, - - :
" Both Mrs Baillie's and. Miss. Harrlson's papers will be publlshed in the next

“Mlqs Amy Bush propnad a. vote of thgﬁka‘tdwﬁéﬁh”sp§akeié,,éﬁd fﬁe'évening‘conclﬁded;'

Cwith a wine and dheese suppe
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