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What do I mean by 
“The Googlization of Everything?”

• The Googlization of 
communication

• The Googlization of 
knowledge

• The Googlization of 
us
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“To Organize the World’s 
Information and Make it 
Universally Accessible”
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“It would be like the Mind of God”
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Benevolence
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Dream of Universal Access to 
Comprehensive Knowledge
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Is this the best we can do?

• The shopping mall, the Wisdom of the Crowds 
and the Googlization of Everything?

• What about the wisdom of expertise? 
Patience? Quality? Stability?
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The Human Knowledge 
Project
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When should we build it?

• Starting now but taking our time.

• Quality and utility should trump quantity and 
expediency
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Coordination and Competition

• Information producers are more than 
“vendors.”

• Library users are more than a “market.”
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Model: The Human Genome Project
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More than a collection 
of digital books
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Goals and Values
• Multilingual

• Networked and linked

• Accessible (i.e. free as in free beer)

• Multimedia

• Malleable (i.e. free as in free 
speech)

• Stable and preserved

• Dependable (reflects consensus or 
describes difference)

• Protect privacy and confidentiality
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Players
• UNESCO

• Major national 
libraries

• Major academic 
libraries

• Major municipal 
libraries

• Foundations

• Private firms
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Collapsing the Distance

• The Library becomes 
the conversation and 
the conversation 
becomes the library

• Library moves from 
being republican to 
cosmopolitan
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Libraries are not virtual

• Place 
matters

• Space 
matters

• Face-to-
face 
matters
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A PORTAL FOR DISCOVERY

A PLATFORM TO BUILD UPON

A STRONG PUBLIC OPTION
20

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The mission of the DPLA is to bring together the riches of America’s libraries, archives, and museums, and to make them freely available to the world. 

The DPLA achieves this mission through its three main elements:

A portal for discovery that delivers students, teachers, scholars, and the public to incredible resources, where they may be in America.
A platform that enables new and transformative uses of our digitized cultural heritage. that enables new and transformative uses of our digitized cultural heritage.
An advocate for a strong public option in the 21st century. 
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A PORTAL FOR DISCOVERY
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The DPLA portal (http://dp.la/) serves as the point of access to over 2.5 million items—photographs, manuscripts, books, sounds, moving images, and more—from libraries, archives, and museums around the United States. 

Users can browse and search the DPLA’s collections by timeline, map, format, and topic; save items to customized lists; and share their lists with others. Users can also explore digital exhibitions curated by the DPLA’s content partners and staff.



EXPLORE THROUGH TIME
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Presentation Notes
The objects in the DPLA cover hundreds of years of our cultural heritage. You can browse by century, decade, and year using the DPLA’s innovative timeline.



BROWSE BY PLACE
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Presentation Notes
Curious to see what resources the DPLA has from your home state? From your college town? From the city where your parents were born? Hundreds of thousands of the objects in our database can be viewed on our map interface. 



EXPLORE CURATED EXHIBITS
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Presentation Notes
The DPLA and its partners have curated a series of virtual exhibitions highlighting specific themes, such as activism in the United States, Prohibition, and a joint exhibition with Europeana, the pan-Europeana digital library, that tells the story of European emigration to the United States during the 19th and 20th centuries. These exhibitions include full photographs and detailed information about special topics.



SAVE SEARCHES, CREATE LISTS
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You can sign up with the site as well. Registering for a DPLA account will allow you to create lists and save items and searches for your reference. 



CONTENT HUBS
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Presentation Notes
The Content hubs are large digital libraries, museums, archives, or repositories that maintain a one-to-one relationship with the DPLA.  Content hubs, as a general rule, provide more than 250,000 unique metadata records that resolve to digital objects (online texts, photographs, manuscript material, art work, etc.) to the DPLA, and commit to maintaining and editing those records as needed.

As of July 2013, the Content hubs include the following institutions:

ARTstor
Biodiversity  Heritage Library
David Rumsey Map Collection
Harvard Library
HathiTrust Digital Library
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
New York Public Library
Smithsonian Institution
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of Virginia



SERVICE HUBS
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The DPLA Service hubs are state or regional digital libraries that aggregate information about digital objects from libraries, archives, museums, and other cultural heritage institutions within its given state or region. Each Service hub offers its state or regional partners a full menu of standardized digital services, including digitization, metadata assistance and training, data aggregation and storage services, as well as locally hosted community outreach programs, bringing users in contact with digital content of local relevance.

As of July 2013, the Service hubs include the following institutions:

Digital Commonwealth (Massachusetts)
Digital Library of Georgia
Kentucky Digital Library
Minnesota Digital Library
Mountain West Digital Library (Utah, Nevada, Southern Idaho, Arizona)
South Carolina Digital Library  




PONDS    LAKES    OCEAN
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Presentation Notes
To help visualize the relationship between the different pieces of the Service hub relationship, one can imagine your local historical society or public library as a pond, containing in it unique, valuable cultural content. These ponds send their content through tributaries to the lakes, the DPLA Service hubs, which aggregate data from the various cultural heritage institutions across their state or region, the ponds. The Service hubs then feed this content through rivers to the ocean, the DPLA.



A PLATFORM TO BUILD UPON
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Presentation Notes
In addition to serving as a content portal for students, teachers, scholars, and the public, the DPLA is also a powerful platform that enables new and transformative uses of our digitized cultural heritage. With an application programming interface (API) and maximally open data, the DPLA can be used by software developers, researchers, and others to create novel environments for learning, tools for discovery, and engaging apps. 




NATIONAL NETWORK, LOCAL IMPACT,
GLOBAL REACH

30

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All things considered, the DPLA is an ever-growing national network of libraries, archives, museums, cultural heritage institutions, and volunteers, with a local impact in our communities, strengthened by a global reach.
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