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Indigenous knowledge

 “Indigenous knowledge is the local 
knowledge that is unique to a culture or 
society. This knowledge is passed from 
generation to generation, usually by word 
of mouth and cultural rituals”

The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO)



Indigenous knowledge systems are 
different to western systems

 “the recognition of traditional knowledge 
rights will require coordinated systems that 
allow knowledge holders, intellectual 
property owners, creators and users to 
find a balance between sharing knowledge 
and cultural rights management.”

Lawyer and leader in discussions of Indigenous Cultural 
Intellectual Property, Murri and Torres Strait Islander 
woman Terri Janke 



How does AIATSIS follow  
protocols?

 The Guidelines for Ethical Research in Australian Indigenous 
Studies http://aiatsis.gov.au/research/ethical-
research/guidelines-ethical-research-australian-indigenous-
studies

 The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Library, Information 
and Resource Network (ATSILIRN) Protocols
http://atsilirn.aiatsis.gov.au/protocols.php

 The AIATSIS Access and Use Policy 
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/about-
us/collections-access-use-policy.pdf

 Pathways, the AIATSIS thesauri http://www1.aiatsis.gov.au/

http://aiatsis.gov.au/research/ethical-research/guidelines-ethical-research-australian-indigenous-studies
http://atsilirn.aiatsis.gov.au/protocols.php
http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/about-us/collections-access-use-policy.pdf
http://www1.aiatsis.gov.au/


What is Linked data?
 “The term Linked Data refers to a set of 

best practices for publishing and 
connecting structured data on the Web”

http://www.w3.org/TR/ld-bp/
/

https://vimeo.com/36752317

http://www.w3.org/TR/ld-bp/


Web standards

 Semantic web
 Resource Description Framework (RDF)
 Expression of relationships (in triplets)

 Sally Morgan wrote My place



How does the web show these 
relationships?

The Google knowledge graph is an example of linked 
data.  https://www.google.com.au/#q=william+stanner

https://www.google.com.au/#q=william+stanner


How is linked data of benefit to 
libraries and archives?

What if
a search on Google brought up an item held 
in a library or archive? 



Why can’t we do that now?
 MARC records can’t be understood by the 

web
 MARC doesn’t support complex linking 

relationships between entities



New model for describing 
bibliographic data

 BIBFRAME Uses Linked Data model

 Adopted FRBR model (Functional Requirements for 
Bibliographic records)

 Work
 Expression 
 Manifestation
 Item



Comparison



BIBFRAME can include user generated content

http://www.loc.gov/bibframe/pdf/marcld-
report-11-21-2012.pdf



Retaining and enhancing 
contextual relationships

Conceptual example showing relationships of a photograph from a collection held by AIATSIS

Title:

Instances



The potential to discover and share 
authoritative information with the wider 

community 
 Establishing appropriate personal name 

authority headings
 Personal name authorities loaded to 

Libraries Australia
 VIAF (the Virtual International Authority 

File)
 VIAF uses linked data technologies



When will BIBFRAME be 
available? 

 BIBFRAME is a work in progress

 There are tools to transform MARC 
records into BIBFRAME



Linked data may be able to show relationships to 
information in a better way than is currently possible 

with a hierarchical thesaurus structure
Eurocentric 
Classification 
Schemes

AIATSIS 
Pathways
Thesauri

Indigenous 
Knowledge 
Systems

http://blog.dlib.nyu.edu/2014/12/11/cni-fall-2014-dispatch-its-all-about-
relationships/

http://seanconnolly.ca/web/0596527349/I_
0596527349_CHP_9_SECT_2.html



Thankyou!
Image by Elco Van Staveren
https://www.flickr.com/photos/103454225@N06/9965
173654
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