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History of Legal Deposit 

ÅFederal scheme 
introduced under 
the Copyright Act of 
1912 

ÅCopy deposited had 
to be complete & 
ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǎǘ ŎƻǇȅΩ 
printed 

ά¢ƘŜ  ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
book which is first 
published in the 
/ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ Χ ǎƘŀƭƭΣ 
within one month after 
publication, deliver at his 
own expense a copy of the 
book to the Librarian of 
ǘƘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΧέ 



Legal deposit in the electronic era 

ΨThe legal deposit provisions [are] important for 
the preservation of materials that are part of the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
apparent that, as presently worded, [the legal 
deposit scheme] is only of limited value in 
achieving this purposeΦΩ  
ς Copyright Law Review Committee, 1999 



17 February 2016 

ÅLegislation came into force 

ÅEdeposit service released 

ÅΨ[ƛǾŜΩ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ƻŦ ebooks by 
Penguin & RandomHouse 

 
άIǳǊǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 
#legaldeposit. It was a 
long time coming, and 
ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōƛƎ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέτAu Digital 
Alliance@Aus_Digital 

ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǎΗϪnlagovau now 
collects e-books as a record 
ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΗέτ

National Centre 
ACL@NatCentAusChLit 

ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀ 
momentous occasion for 
[ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎέτState Library 

of New South 
Wales@statelibrarynsw 



Key concepts 

ÅOffline and Online 

ÅDRM-free 

ÅPublished and Australian 



Offline and Online publications 



Publisher requirements 

Deliver to the Library within one month of publication Offline 

Deliver to the Library within one month of request Online 

Offline & Online 
Deliver offline copy within one month of publication                               
Contact us if you prefer to deposit the online version 



DRM-free 

ÅWorks must be free from digital 
rights management (DRM) 

 
ü So they can be preserved for 

the future 
 

 



File formats 



Published and Australian 

ÅA work is published if it is 
made available to the public 
for sale or for free 

 

ÅAll works published in 
Australia are Australian 

 

ÅOnline works by Australians 
hosted on overseas platforms 



http://www.nla.gov.au/edeposit 

http://www.nla.gov.au/edeposit


http://www.nla.gov.au/edeposit 
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