
Australian Curriculum:

Implications for school 
libraries



Kris Johnstone Sacré Coeur 23/10/2010

What’s 
new?

 Literacy
 Numeracy
 ICT Continua
 The conceptual statements and developmental sequence will be 

used to inform and review curriculum content descriptions and 
achievement standards. 

 No specific mention of information literacy
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders

Sustainability
Asian Literacy
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The foundation for literacy has been built 
primarily in English and the foundation for 
numeracy primarily in mathematics, however, as 
two of the general capabilities, literacy and 
numeracy skills are addressed explicitly in the 
content of all learning areas.

 For each of the other eight capabilities and the 
three cross-curriculum dimensions, continuums 
of learning are being developed over three 
stages (end Year 2, end Year 6, end Year 10) to 
assist curriculum writers in all learning areas. 

 A decision has not yet been made about 
whether and how the general capability 
documents will be published, separately but we 
are assured by Lynn that they will be. 
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Oh 
dear!!!
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Positioning
-

Focus on 
what you 
are good 
at and 

promote it
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Advocate

National Professional 
Standards for Teachers

 TTA (Teacher Training 
Australia) is currently 
seeking Victorian Primary 
and Secondary teachers 
interested in becoming PD 
presenters

 Political lobbying
 Submission writing
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Pedagogy 
– How will 
teaching
practice 
change?

 Perhaps not much
 Focus on process not content
 Leads to greater emphasis 

on:
Information Literacy
Information Skills
Thinking Skills

 Impact on students??
 Familiarize yourself with the 

frameworks
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Models of 
Contemporary 

Learning -
Scootle

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/S2276/getting-involved-making-choices/index.html
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CEO
Learning 
Centred 
Schools
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Resourcing

 New Tools
 Prezi
 Jing
 E-books

Wesley
Macmillan

 Portable Devices
 Have the debate
 Trial their use in a timely and 

critical way
 Positioning for online delivery 

and resource management
 Learning management systems

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/researchinnovation/resources/technology.htm
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Challenges

 Staffing
 Learning Spaces.
 Learning frameworks
 For ourselves - staying abreast in 

General and ICT Professional 
Learning 

 What is out there?
 Smartboard

http://www.electroboard.com.au/training/events.aspx
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Library 
focus

 Expertise in General 
Capabilities

 Course Auditing and 
Documentation

 Curriculum support
 Staff Professional 

development
 Continuing our own learning
Have we done this before??
 Seize the opportunity
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Be the 
Australian
Curriculum 
tall poppy 
for as long 
as you can.

http://ncslma.blogspot.com/2010/02/oh-what-trying-times-these-are-bad.html
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Key 
Characteristics

of learning 
spaces

Flexibility and Diversity
Think big, think bold, think ahead

Reflective, Creative, Interactive 
Zones
Indoor/ Outdoor Spaces
Supportive and enterprising 
designs
Pedagogy as a focus

Collaboration
Creativity
Inclusivity
Flexibility
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